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Introducing Sikh Assembly
Sikh Assembly aims to become the leading organisation that connects
and represents the spectrum of Sikhs in the UK.
Significantly, Sikh Assembly has created a forum for any Sikh individual
or body to participate and lead on community engagement initiatives.
Our cornerstones of partnerships, development and representation
are key to achieving an objective viewpoint of British Sikhs.
Sikh Assembly openly seeks ethos-based, best practice collaborations
to strengthen unity, equality and community engagement. These will
in turn inform the collective footprint and provide a ‘go to’ resource.
Our work will create new pathways, encourage community growth and
present a comprehensive picture of Sikhs in society.

1.

A changing world, an upcoming election
Sikhs put social and spiritual welfare at the heart of their community.
In 2019, Sikhs across the world have been celebrating these values
together with the 550th anniversary of our founder, Guru Nanak Dev Ji.
Election time presents British Sikhs with the opportunity to not only
express the kind of society they want to live in, but to participate in that
society and affirm their status as responsible citizens.
The hotly contested pledges and personal attacks around election
campaigns can tend to produce more confusion than understanding.
Sikh Assembly is not a political party, a partisan pressure group, nor a
front for ulterior motives. Instead, we will partner with the Government
to help find resolutions to the issues of the day.

‘Election time presents British Sikhs
with the opportunity to not only
express the kind of society they want to
live in, but to participate in that society
2

2.

Election topics
During the election campaign, prominent subjects including Brexit,
Healthcare & Social Services, Poverty, Education and Climate Change
have all been on the agenda. The position parties take on these is
likely to have a significant, if not defining, role on the outcome of
the election.

n BREXIT
Brexit is a highly significant topic. Both sides of the Brexit divide are
legitimate positions and Sikh Assembly does not feel the need to
discriminate between the two.
UK Sikhs have been involved in the Brexit debate. The British Sikh
Report 2017 (BSR 2017) survey showed that 65% of British Sikhs voted in
favour of the UK remaining in the European Union, and support to
remain was higher among younger age groups than older ones.
Representation of minority community needs such as the protection of
human rights and fundamental freedoms in the EU is essential postBrexit. Globally, Sikhs are a closely-knit community and EU Sikhs have
been reliant on UK Sikhs leading and supporting the challenge to
protect their Sikh identity in Europe.
Sikh Assembly would like to assist Government in informing Sikhs
about Brexit and how they may be affected.

n POVERTY
Sikhs are recognised for their active social work and for leaving an open
door for the hungry in their Gurdwaras, through ‘Langar'. Sikh voluntary
organisations have been working to alleviate hunger across the country
and have committed a lot of community resources to helping the
homeless. From the BSR 2016 survey, it was estimated that British
Sikhs donated around £125 million to charities and Gurdwaras in the
previous year.
Our partnership with Gurdwara Aid has motivated Gurdwaras to make
sure their internal processes are transparent, compliant with current
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legislation and provide training so that they can meet the challenges of
being a local community hub.
Sikh Assembly would like to work with political parties to see if there is a
mechanism for Sikh organisations to help provide aid to those who
need it on a wider scale, such as the homeless and those who rely on
food banks.

n CLIMATE CHANGE
The concept of a balanced lifestyle, living in moderation and
compassion for fellow human beings and our environment is a key
building block of the Sikh faith. Sikh prayers see air as Divine
Consciousness, water as Father and earth as Mother; essential gifts of
creation that need to be respected. Modern-day pressures have led to
expediency over environmental respect, leading to the careless
destruction of the environment, an abuse of this gift.
Sikh Assembly would urge all parties to make climate change a priority.
Policy makers should consider the effectiveness of current
environmental action and form domestic and global relations to
collectively deal with this threat. We would like to work with parties to
see how greener activities can be adopted nationally and globally.
Parties should ensure that we meet the promise of ‘Net Zero’
greenhouse emissions by 2050. We believe that Britain can take a
leading role in tackling climate change at the UN COP26 climate talks
in Glasgow, in November 2020.

n EDUCATION
Sikh Assembly would like the Government to ensure that the education
system serves British Sikhs adequately, including support for Sikh
ethos-based schools.
We would be open to working with the Government to develop
educational resources pertaining to Sikh heritage and activity in society.
We believe that the curriculum would benefit from inclusion of a
historical perspective on colonial attitudes as well as the contributions
made by Sikhs to British society. For example, 85% of British Sikhs
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believe that the Jallianwala Bagh massacre of 1919 should be included
in the British school syllabus (BSR 2019).
Sikh Assembly has launched an initiative to bridge the gaps in
attainment between young Sikhs and their peers, by providing
mentoring and training to progress in their careers and acquire
new skills.

n HEALTHCARE & SOCIAL WELFARE
The NHS principle of easy access to healthcare for all sits well with
Sikhism’s strong emphasis on equality and fairness. 14% of British Sikh
women and 9% of men work in Healthcare-related jobs (BSR 2019).
Sikh Assembly is willing to provide our expertise to reach out to all
communities to address the problems faced by language and
communication and support community healthcare and welfare
through local engagement programmes.
In 2020, Sikh Assembly will host a National Disability Conference
supported by the Asian Disability Network. The aim will be to improve
awareness of and attitudes towards disabilities where stigma and
discrimination are unfortunately all too common.

n CRIME
Attitudes towards crime and the causes of crime are often starkly
different across the political parties. Support for victims of crime
includes members of the Sikh community. Here, this is an even deeper
issue as many victims do not feel free to speak out or report crime.
Sikh Assembly would, in addition to victim support ask that a
Government would pledge to engage with communities more
intimately to understand the causes and courses for action. We would
like to work directly with relevant organisations on how victims can feel
safer and within easy reach of justice. Our partnership with Sikh
Women’s Action Network (SWAN) and the National Sikh Police
Association (UK) aims to strengthen the need to address sensitive and
delicate issues such as the grooming of children and domestic abuse.
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3.

Key areas of Sikh community concern
n HATE CRIME
Sikhs are a proud and resourceful community who deal with many
problems internally through self-sufficiency, so it is not always obvious
what they are suffering. Better resources to collect statistics on the Sikh
community would not only increase awareness of the contributions
already made, but also encourage Sikhs to engage more with local and
national governments. This would also raise awareness of racism and
hate crimes by improved reporting to local Police services and help
define the problem more precisely to the government.
The BSR 2017 survey showed that about 60% of British Sikhs had
experienced hate crime in Britain at some point in their lives. However,
hate crimes against Sikhs are not always recorded as such in official
crime recording by police forces. Furthermore, analysis of the Crime
Survey for England and Wales (ONS) for BSR 2017 showed that in the
four years up to March 2016, about 7% of Sikhs had been victims of
personal crime on average each year, higher than any other religious
group, and 16% were victims of household crime, second only to the
Jewish community.
Sikhs need all political parties to be more proactive to combat
racism, prejudice, ignorance and hate crime, including anti-Sikh
representation, anti-Muslim and anti-Semitism hatred, as well as all
other forms of hate. Specifically, in the current political climate of
mistrust and xenophobia, Sikhs should seek commitments to ensure
funding will also be available to protect Gurdwaras from hate crime.

n RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION
Sikhs realise the importance of ensuring public bodies and politicians
are aware of the discrimination that they face daily. There is a need for
better understanding and awareness of Sikh virtues of tolerance,
equality, sharing and hard work, as well as their contribution to British
society. There should be an appreciation of the challenges they face
due to their distinct identity and religious observances.
Politicians can assist directly by committing to combat discrimination
faced by Sikhs, through comprehensive statutory guidance
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incorporating existing legislation that already allows Sikhs to practice
their faith freely both at work and in public places. This would help
employers (and public sector workers) to understand Sikh sentiments
and requirements (e.g., the observance of the 5 K's).

n FREEDOM OF IDENTITY: HUMAN RIGHTS
Sikhs are well known for their steadfast belief in truth, justice, peace
and equality and reflect as much in Britain as their home. As lawabiding citizens of this country, Sikhs expect the British government to
support them when their human rights are abused overseas, be it in
Europe, The Americas, Australia, South East Asia or the Indian
sub-continent.

n POLITICAL REPRESENTATION
We need increase representation of Sikhs and Sikh issues in British
politics at all levels. Sikhs realise that Preet Kaur Gill (Edgbaston) and
Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi (Slough), both elected to the House of
Commons in 2017, have helped to raise awareness of Sikh issues as
well as successfully serving their local constituency concerns. Politicians
across the political divide should realise the lack of voter bias based on
their ethnic and religious backgrounds and engage and encourage
further participation of Sikhs in politics on their merit and to deliver a
more cohesive and balanced society.

n FAITH SCHOOLS
The success of Sikh faith schools within the education system has
shown their tolerance, inclusivity, equality, and the importance of the
role of these types of schools have within British society. Politicians
need to appreciate and recognise the value of these institutions and
also support the provision of more free schools based on Sikh ethos.
All educational establishments should include a compulsory curriculum
to teach about the six major world religions. By promoting cultural and
religious understanding, we can remove prejudices and ignorance and
encourage a more tolerant and cohesive British society.
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n SIKH HERITAGE
Politicians need to support and respect the Sikh heritage of British
Sikhs, such as the call to commemorate the fallen Sikh soldiers of the
First World War. Sikh MPs, together with The National Sikh War
Memorial Trust, have received cross- party support to erect a public war
memorial in London to honour Sikhs who died for the freedom of
Britain and the world. This support should include the role of Sikhs and
their sacrifices to be included in the National Curriculum. In the
BSR2017 survey, 90% of respondents either supported or strongly
supported the creation of a national monument in the capital.
More than one in five soldiers who died in the British Indian Army were
Sikhs, despite being less than 2% of the Indian population. Over 83,000
turbaned Sikh soldiers were killed in action, and more than 109,000
were wounded during the wars, with 14 Military Crosses awarded to the
Sikh Regiments.

‘There is a need for better
understanding and awareness of
Sikh virtues of tolerance, equality,
sharing and hard work, as well as their
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contribution to British society.’
How Sikhs can have their say
We encourage all Sikhs to engage accordingly and vote, to have an
impact on the community at large, making a positive contribution to
the health of our democracy and society. Sikhs have one of the highest
turnouts of any group in General Elections. The election is important
and we will work with whoever is elected in order to ensure Sikhs are
able to involve themselves in society as best as they can.
The general election will take place on Thursday 12 December 2019.
• Make sure you register to vote
• Make you have your say
• Make sure you use your vote
Further information
w: sikhassembly.org.uk e: info@sikhassembly.org.uk
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